How to pronounce French sounds

In most cases, consonants make the same sounds in French as in English.
Generally, consonants at the end of words are silent.

Vowels, however, are quite different:

For each French vowel sound (except u), there is an English word (or part of a
word) that sounds like it. Read it aloud to find out how to say the French sound,
then practice saying the examples of each word.

Accents change the sound of the letter e but not of other vowels.

a = ah 21iSy ti1S (KS al-€ &2dzyR ty a0MiiéY ami, chat, banane, tomate

i = eefi|S iKS 6l Iy aY 1OKiySé  fion, joli, ski

e = uhfi]S KS al-€ &2dzyR ly daboveé le, petit, robe

é T 1115 UKS al-8¢ a2dzyR Iy dfate! bébé, éléphant, école

e I 1115 UKS al-¢ &24zyR ty d0areé! pére, zébre

é I 1115 UKS 4S¢é a2azyR ly 6deté! fete, méme, prét

o [ @Y (2 1KS a2¢ ty 9y3fiak: RSLISyRiya 2y (KS &21IR! i 01y 6S Lii2y2dzy0SR 1S
SHiKSH 27 (KS 42¢'a ly d0Kocolate€! gros, robe, crocodile, orange

u = round your lips as if you wSlIiS 32ly3 (2 al-€ 422¢1 iKSy g {2 l-8 4SSéY Ru, une,
jus

Other pronunciation guidelines:

h is always silent in French

s at the end of a word to indicate the plural is silent
gu sounds like K (not kw as in quick)

this pronounced T

ch is pronounced like the English sh, like in shirt

oi I' a2azyR 1S (KS agl-¢ ly water

au/eau = long o sound like in so

ou =00 like the ou in group, not out

Words are usually stressed on the last syllable, unlike English words.
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